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CONVERGE!
Transform Your Business Journey

Everyone is welcome here!
Weds, Oct 21 · 8:30a–3:45p · Kitsap Conference Center, Bremerton

Grab a coffee and find your seat — we begin at 9:00 AM
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A Conference for Everyone!
Say hello to the people at your table — the answer is already in the room.
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T O D A Y ’ S  P R O G R A M

One Day, Three Ways to Grow

9:00 AM

BIPOC Business 
Forum Morning
Morning keynote, Access to 
Capital panel, Reverse Pitch and 
the BE$T Program

12:30 PM

Lunch Keynote
Main Street Owner’s Manual: 
Some Assembly Required, then 
an AI tools icebreaker

1:30 PM

Matchstick Lab 
Accelerator 
Afternoon
Practical sessions on efficiency, 
storytelling and protecting your 
bottom line
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M O R N I N G  K E Y N O T E  ·  9 : 0 5  A M

The Power of 
Connection
Samantha Le
President and CEO
Seattle Southside Chamber of Commerce
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A G E N D A

BIPOC Business Forum Morning
Time Session Speaker

9:00 AM Welcome KEDA

9:05 AM Morning Keynote: The Power of Connection Samantha Le, South Seattle Chamber of Commerce

9:40 AM Panel: Access to Capital Moderator: Melissa Tanno, Kitsap SBDC 
Participants: Sara Brown, Kitsap Credit Union
Andy Leikin, Liberty Bank

10:10 AM Preview OWMBE Convening Lawrence Garrett, 828 Group

10:20 AM Break · Resource Tables in the Event Hall

10:30 AM Reverse Pitch Olympic College, Western Washington University, 
Kitsap Small Business Development Center and 
others

11:00 AM The BE$T Program Jon King & Angelica Yanten Winter
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ACCESS TO CAPITAL

Moderator: Melissa Tanno, Kitsap SBDC 
Participants: Sara Brown, Kitsap Credit Union
Andy Leikin, Liberty Bank

Jon KingSponsored by Presented by In partnership with

B I P O C B U S I N E S S F O R U M  ·  9 : 4 0  A M

Melissa Tanno
Kitsap Small Business 
Development Center

Andy Leikin
Chief Credit Officer

Liberty Bank

Sara Brown
Business  Development Officer

Kitsap Credit Union
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B I P O C  B U S I N E S S  F O R U M  ·  1 0 : 1 0  A M

OWMBE CONVENING
Regional Equity Advocacy Laboratory & OMWBE  Convening

Lawrence Garrett
Chief Impact Officer
828 Flow
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Listening to Businesses

Building Awareness 
Expanding Opportunity
828 Consulting and the Washington State

Office of Minority and Women's Business Enterprises

Cre8 • Elev8 • Navig8
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OMWBE Certified Businesses by Industry
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B I P O C  B U S I N E S S F O R U M  ·  1 1 : 0 0  A M

The BE$T Program
Business Education 

Support Training
Angelica 
Yanten Winter
KCR BE$T

Jon King
KCR BE$T
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www.kcr.org/business-education 



Our Team

JON KING

BE$T Instructor for Spanish
Founder, Guia Edu. & Consulting

BE$T Instructor for English
Education & Training Manager,
Kitsap Community Resources

ANGELICA YANTEN WINTER 
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Why
BE$T?
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1957 - First 
Earthling in 
space

1961 - First 
Human  in 
space

1969 -First 
moon 
landing

https://www.wired.it/scienza/spazio/2019/07/19/missione-apollo-costo-essere-umano-luna/
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First human to 
walk on the 
moon.

July 20, 1969 

https://wrlthd.blogspot.com/2012/08/neil-armstrong-first-person-to-walk-on.html
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“Work ON your business,
not just IN your business”

-Michael Gerber



• 8-week cohorts, 8 times a year
• 4 in English and 4 in Spanish

• BE$T Business Networking Groups
• English and Spanish

• One-on-one support

• Business Resources
• Annual Pitch Competition 
• Small Business Grant (when available)
• Ongoing business education
• GK Chamber Membership

• Referrals to local partners

BE$T helps low-income and underserved 
entrepreneurs turn ideas into thriving 
businesses through training, resources, 
connections, and ongoing support.

BE$T English Speaking 
Networking Group

BE$T Spanish Speaking 
Networking Group



The BE$T Legacy

• 25 years of service in Kitsap County. 

• One of the state’s longest-running 
entrepreneurial programs 

• Accredited by the Employment 
Security Department of 
Washington.
• Self-Employment Assistance 

Program

• Over 2,000 graduates in the past 
two decades



2nd Annual BE$T Pitch Competition

Premier Sponsor: Kitsap Credit Union

Partners: 

Matchstick Lab
Greater Kitsap Chamber

Kitsap Economic Development Alliance
Small Business Development Center 



IRMA RUBIO & JUAN ZAMBRANO

Founders, Piñatas Party 
Harbor Spanish Club

GUIDO CUADROS & 

GABRIELA LOPEZ

Owners, 
GUAPOS Mobile Pet Grooming

DIANA TORRES VIASUS

CEO, Innpowerment
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